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LOOK
FORWARD
TO
THE
FOLLOW-
ING
EVENTS

Calendar of Events:

e  OICAA Pot Luck Dinner
e Oak Lane Day

e  Concert by Tree Ten-
ders & Friends of Oak

Lane Library

e  Boy Scouts Troop #19
Pancake Breakfast

e Oak Lane Presbyterian
Church Events

Website of Interest:
www.recyclingpays.phila.gov
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OLCAA’S Pot

Luck Dinner
Sun., April 15 — 3-6 PM

We are hosting the
OLCAA Pot Luck Dinner on
Sunday, April 15, 2007
between 3-6 PM at Oak
Lane Presbyterian Church,
11th Street and Oak Lane
It is a great time to come
and meet your neighbors
and renew friendships.

See Pg. 2

General Meeting
Wed., May 23, 7-9:30 PM

The General Meeting
will be held on Wed., May
23rd at Oak Lane
Presbyterian Church, 11th
Street and Oak Lane from
7:00-9:30 PM. The first
order of business will be

the elections for the
B o ar d o f
Directors. There are

seven (7) seats up for
election with President
Kelly McShain Tyree,
Secretary Carmen
Jimenez, Sharon Williams
Losier, Marita K. Poxon
and Pamela (P.J.) Thomas
running for
retention. There will be a
special election to fill an
un-expired term. Those
OLCAA members wishing
to nominate themselves or
other members for a
position on the Board
must do so in writing no
later then Wednesday,
May 16, 2007. Nomina-
tions can be hand-

Tel: 215-224-2777

delivered or mailed to the
Committee Chair,
Thurgood Matthews, 1016
W. Chelten Ave, Phila,
PA 19126, and must
include both the name and
address of the Nominee
and the person that is
submitting the
nominee. Nominations
can also be mailed or
hand-delivered to OLCAA’s
address. Members can
contact the Committee
Chair, Thurgood Matthews
at 215-927-1387 or e-mail
Tmatthews@Philadefender.org
with questions

Oak Lane Day

Sat., June 9—12-5 PM

Oak Lane Day is
scheduled on Saturday,
June 9, 2007 between 8th
& 10th Streets on Oak

Lane. Please call to
volunteer your help.
See Pg. 3

Concert By Tree
Tenders & Oak
Lane Library

Sat, May 12th—7:30-9 PM

May 12 Gilbert and

Sullivan Concert 7:30
PM Korean United
Church, 12th and
Cheltenham Ave. Call
215-924-1389 or 215-
549-6531 for tickets.
See Pg. 2

Website: www.eastoaklane.org

East Oak Lane
Springs into
Action

By Kelly McShain Tyree

Attending the
various neighborhood
events, board meetings
and committee meetings
of OLCAA, and listening
to the questions,
comments and offerings
of OLCAA members left
on the East Oak Lane
Hotline, has provided a
wonderful understand-
ing of how organized
and how committed this
neighborhood is in
improving East Oak
Lane’s quality of life. So
many neighbors are
passionate about a
specific area of interest
such as: organizing
blocks, planting trees,
the East Oak Lane Town
Watch, historic
preservation, beautifi-
cation, organizing and
hosting events,
publishing the East Oak
Lane Paper...and they
devote their time and
energy to that specific
goal. As a result,
wonderful achievements
are occurring in their
area of interest, but
they may not know
what is occurring or
who is responsible for
the positive results
being achieved by other
committees. We read
about it in the East Oak
Lane Paper, and may
see a sign or two in East
Oak Lane of physical

Continue on Pg. 7
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OAK LANE DAY !

We Need Youl!
Sat, June 9, 2007

PLEASE NOTE DATE
CHANGE: This year’s Oak
Lane Day will be held on
Saturday, June 9, 2007,
12:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M.,
between 8t and 10tk
Streets on Oak Lane Ave.
(rain date Sunday, June 10
2007). Please join us for a
“Victorian Stroll Through
East Oak Lane,” which will
be this years theme. Enjoy

a “Victorian” style tea
party, musical entertain-
ment, games, white ele-

phant table, arts and crafts
demonstrations, food, ven-
dors and much more.

We need YOU! Volun-
teers of all ages are needed
to make this happen. We
need committee members,
vendors, entertainers, and
food as well as monetary
donations to make this
event a complete success.
We will also be accepting
white elephant items .

ENTERTAINMENT COM-
MITTEE

Wanted: Jugglers, Sto-
rytellers, Magicians, Face
Painters, Dancers, Musi-
cians and any other family
entertainment. Share your
unique talents by volun-
teering to help make this
year’s event- “A Victorian
Stroll through East Oak
Lane” a huge success. Do-
nate at least 2 hours or
more on Sat., June 9, 2007
(rain date Sun., June 10,
2007) please call the Hot-
line at 215-224-2777 and
press box #5 to leave a
message.

FOOD COMMITTEE

Wanted: Volunteers to

barbeque, bake, serve and
also make specialty dishes,
which will be sold at the
event.

DECORATION COMMITTEE

Wanted: Volunteers
are needed to help decorate
this event. This is an op-
portunity for the creative.
There is a job for everyone.
Tables and chairs will need
to be set up and broken
down. For those of you
with minimal time, early
morning set up (approx. 1
hr) or afternoon break down
(approx. lhr) is available.

VENDORS

Wanted: A volunteer
supervisor for vending ac-
tivities. Merchants, crafts-
men/craftswomen, artist,
government and non-profit
services are needed. No
food vendors please! The
cost for each table will be
$25 for non-profit use and
$35.00 for vendors. For
more information and pric-

ing please contact the
OLCAA Hotline 215-224-
2777.

PUBLICITY

Wanted: Volunteers to
design flyers, circulate fly-
ers, hang posters, write
news releases and more. If
this is your talent please
contact us.

Remember, this is an
opportunity for everyone to
participate. If you have any
questions, please don’t
hesitate to call the OLCAA
Hotlne. Come out and join
the fun on June 9th.

REMEMBER — All
East Oak Laners, are
needed.

That means you!!!

OLCAA Pot
Luck Dinner

Apr 15, 2007

By Evelyn Jones
Pot Luck Chairperson

Hello Neighbors,

Just a reminder, the
Pot Luck Dinner is
around the corner.

See you at the Pot
Luck Dinner on Sunday,
April 15, 3-6 PM at the
Oak Lane Presbyterian
Church, 11tr & Oak
Lane. Come join your
neighbors and friends for
an enjoyable evening.

Just remember to
make and share your fa-
vorite dish (for eight).

e try to win one of
many door prizes,

e take the opportunity
to bid on wonderful
items at the silent
auction,

e meet and greet candi-
dates that are run-
ning for local, city
and state offices,

e vote on the design of
our next community
tee shirt,

e receive community
hours for volunteer-
ing (for students)

For us to better man-
age the dishes that will
be brought, please call
the OLCAA Hotline at
215-224-2777. Please
leave your name and
number and what you
will be bringing. Please
have your dish as ready
to serve as possible. We
can’t wait to see you.
Thanks in advance for
your participation in
what is sure to be a great
evening for all.

Concert -

May 12, 2007
By Charles Phillips

Come enjoy an eve-
ning of funny, catchy
songs from musicals
where the entangle-
ments of love always
end happily. The Gil-
bert and Sullivan So-
ciety of Chester
County will delight us
on Saturday, May 12,
7:30 pm at the Korean
United Church, 12t
and Cheltenham Ave-
nue in a benefit for
Tree Tenders and the
Library. The perform-
ers will sing pieces from
Gilbert and Sullivan
operettas such as
H.M.S Pinafore, Trial by
Jury, The Pirates of
Penzance and The Mi-
kado.

Gilbert and Sullivan
operettas are zany
spoofs of Victorian Eng-
land with catchy up-
beat music and lots of
rhyming lyrics. The
Gilbert and Sullivan
Society of Chester
County, organized in
1987, is a dedicated
group of amateurs with
high standards and lots
of experience.

Tickets are $15 for

adults with children
under 14 free. For
tickets contact Hilda
Gross at 215-924-

1389 or Marita and
Michael Poxon at 215-
549-6531. Delicious
homemade refresh-
ments are included.

Come experience
some of the best show
music written for the
stage.
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The Beautification

Committee
By Kelly McShain Tyree

Neighbor, Anthony
Robinson of N. Park Ave-
nue, has been tirelessly
committed to cleaning our
beautiful islands at Broad
& 66t Avenue over the
past several months and
has donated upwards of
40 hours of community
service. He joins a cadre
of volunteers such as:
Jack Malley, Jim Mac-
Gruther, Sally McCabe,
Dan Berger, Barbara Wag-
ner, Michael Swann, Rich-
ard Stephens, Howard
Page, Denise McGiboney,
Delores Mangum and Mi-
chael Poxon from the Oak
Lane Tree Tenders, who
have been committed to
keeping our newly planted
islands and thoroughfares
green and beautiful.
Thank you to all volun-
teers!

Alas! Several of our
planters were “removed”
from the 66t Avenue

bridge. The remaining 7
planters throughout the
community have been fur-
ther secured and planted
with winter greenery until
the warm weather permits
planting the permanent
shrubs and annuals. The
good news, neighbors
have fallen in love with
the new additions and are
asking for them to be re-
placed as soon as possi-
ble. We would like to ex-
pand the beautification
efforts and place planters
at N. 5th St. and 66t Ave-
nue, and we have several
other locations chosen
which would soften and
beautify our more urban
thoroughfares. In order to
obtain the fantastic sav-
ings we received on our

first order, we need to or-
der an additional 10 plant-
ers at the same time. The
price for these additions is:
$2,275. If you would like
to contribute to this pro-
ject, please mail your tax
deductible donations to
“OLCAA” c/o the Beauti-
fication Committee at
P.O. BOX 2926 Philadel-
phia, PA 19126 or leave a
message with your contact
information on the East
Oak Lane Hotline: 215-
224-2777.

Earth Day 2007

Dawn Shellenberger

On Sunday, April 22,
2007, the 37th annual
observance of Earth Day
will be held to increase
public awareness of the
environment. On this up-
coming Earth Day and
every other day as we go
about our daily lives, we
can do much towards
helping the environment
by taking to heart and act-
ing on three little words --
REDUCE, REUSE and RE-
CYCLE. There are many
opportunities available to
us to prevent or reduce
waste and pollution if we
will only take them.

As a  congregation,
OLPC and its members are
already carrying out a
number of activities de-
signed to reduce waste and
at the same time help oth-
ers. There are a number of
items that we collect at the
church for recycling or re-
use besides the glass,
metal and mixed paper
that should be left at curb-
side for recycling every
other week on regular city
trash pickup days. These

include plastics, can-
celed stamps and tabs
from  beverage cans.
Used clothing, books,
and household items can
also be donated for sale
at the Presbyterian
Women's Annual Spring
Fair in May, the proceeds
of which go directly to
support church mission
activities .

There is also much
that we as families and
individuals can do at
home, at work or school,
and in our community to
help protect our environ-
ment -- things like con-
serving water and en-
ergy, composting, plant-
ing trees, and picking up
and disposing of trash
properly.

On the third Satur-
day of every month
from 9-11 AM, OLPC's
Church and Community
Committee collects #1
and #2 plastics for recy-
cling and takes them to
the Greater Olney Com-
munity Council's collec-
tion center in the parking
lot of Cousins Supermar-
ket at Mascher & Dun-
cannon Sts. Spring col-
lection days are April
21, May 19 and June
16, 2007.

The Philadelphia
Streets Department also
has a number of recy-
cling events this Spring
that might interest you.
Information on these and
other City recycling pro-
gram activities can be
obtained from the pro-
gram's website
www.recyclingpays.phila.
gov

Household Hazard-
ous Waste Collections
will take place on Sat.,
May 5, 9AM to 3PM at
the Streets Department's

Training Center at State
Rd. and Ashburner St.
in Northeast Philadel-
phia and on Saturday,
June 9, 9AM to 3 PM at
the Northwest Transfer
Station at Domino Lane
and Umbria St. in Rox-
borough. Computer
electronics will be ac-
cepted at both events.

Free, two-hour Re-
cycling through Com-
posting Workshops will
be held on Wednesday,
April 25 at 6:30 PM at
the Falls of Schuylkill
Branch of the Free Li-
brary at 3501 Midvale
Ave. and on Wed., May
16 at 6:30 PM at the
Logan Branch of the
Free Library at 1333
Wagner Ave.

On Sat., April 21,
2007, the Common-
wealth of PA Keep PA
Beautiful and numerous
other public and private
organizations will con-

duct the 4t Annual
Great Pennsylvania
Cleanup, a statewide

effort to remove litter
and trash from road-
ways, parks, riverbanks
and open spaces.
Themed “Let’s Pick It
Up, PA,” this year’s ini-
tiative includes a focus
on Litter-Free School
Zones, a new program
launched by Keep Penn-
sylvania Beautiful. To
find out about local
cleanup events on that
day, visit the Great PA
Cleanup website
www.greatpacleanup.org
or call their toll-free hot-
line at 1-888-548-8372.

You may also call EPA
Region 3's Hotline at 1-
800-438-2474 or the
EPA Region 3 Library at
215-814-5254 for info
on printed or online envi-
ronmental resources.
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CHUCK CONELLY:
AN ARTIST PAINTS
EAST OAK LANE

By T Michael Poxon

Can you imagine the
stir that arose when
neighbors discovered that a
painting exhibition entitled
"East Oak Lane" was open-
ing in a New York City art
gallery?

On March 8, 2007 New
Yorkers could view scenes
from Phila's East Oak Lane
neighborhood when Chuck
Connelly's one man show
of his paintings opened at
the DFN Gallery in the hot
art neighborhood of Chel-
sea, Manhattan. Chuck
Connelly's paintings cele-
brate Philadelphia's
hushed old houses in this
unique part of our city.
See, www.dfngallery.com
and select Chuck Connelly
to view some of the pic-
tures. The show is entitled
"East Oak Lane" and it
runs from March 8 to April
7, 2007. (The catalogue can
be obtained from Michael
Poxon. (215-549-6531) (on
behalf of the artist) or the
DFN Gallery. In addition,
the catalogue is available
for viewing on Chuck's own
w e b s it e,
www.chuckconnelly.com. I
strongly recommend all to
purchase their own copy
and support the artist.
There is also a full page
advertisement in the pre-
mier art magazine, Art in
America, pg 74, March
2007 issue announcing the
East Oak Lane show of
Chuck Connelly, and an
anticipatory preview in the
magazine, American Art
Collector, March 2007, is-
sue #17, pg 162 in which
Mr. Connelly characterizes
his adopted East Oak Lane
as an amiable ‘"ghost

town” (because it is so
quiet, and perhaps be-
cause some houses could
use a fresh coat of paint.)
Look for the article in the
Philadelphia Inquirer
when it comes out.

Chuck Connelly's bi-
ography is impressive
and his resume is listed
on the dfn gallery web
site. He was a hot item in
the 80s and 90s in New
York. One of the paint-
ings from his first show
was purchased by the
Metropolitan Museum of
Art. Dr Atkins, of the At-
kins diet, became his
mentor, and purchased
many of his paintings.
Richard Price, the Oscar
award winning screen-
writer of The Color of
Money and Rain Man
chose as his next project
a screen play based on
the plot twists of Dosto-
evsky's The Gambler, and
adapted to the New York
art world. The screen
play is loosely based on
Chuck Connelly. It was
called "Life Lessons." It
is one of the three stories
in the film, New York
Stories, which came out
in 1989. In this film three
directors directed three
short stories. Martin
Scorsese directed Nick
Nolte who was playing
the Connelly character as
a Neo-expressionist
painter. There are great
shots of Nolte as Mr.
Connelly working on a
large canvas, in a huge
loft space and also
scenes of 80s gallery
scene. This short story,
"Life Lessons", includes
shots of artworks by
Chuck Connelly, Richard
Phillips, Judy Pfaff and
others seen in a collec-
tor's house; (the art col-
lection was advised by
Holly Solomon). Chuck
Connelly's hands are
used for the character

played by Nick Nolte. Also,
there is a great close-up of
Connelly painting.

Dean Buck, whose gray
two-story carriage house is
among the paintings, Marita
Krivda Poxon and Michael
Poxon, whose brown and
red Oak Lane House cap-
tured the artist's eye also
and Kelly McShain Tyree
with her New York actress
friends attended the opening
night with the artist and his
family. Soon the gallery was
packed with invited guests,
elbow to elbow, all admiring
paintings of the houses of
East Oak Lane, and a series
of paintings of the interior of
the artist's house on 12th
street.

Chuck Connelly moved
to East Oak Lane in 1999
and bought a house here
next to some artist friends of
his. He walks through the
quiet streets, as he has no
car, and grew to admire the
houses. One may have no-
ticed the artist or his model
friend walking about on a
fine spring day taking pic-
tures of the houses for
points of reference. Now all
becomes clear. A dedicated
artist lives in our commu-
nity, working every day at
his craft, painting images of
our homes. Why has he
done this? Chuck Connelly
enjoyed the Oak Lane Day
festivities, the people he
met, and the quiet tranquil
atmosphere.

What sort of man is
Chuck Connelly? He is origi-
nally from Pittsburgh. He
attended Tyler School of Art
in Philadelphia then moved
up to New York City where
he lived for about twenty
years before returning to
East Oak Lane. He is a tall,
affable, gentle genius, much
like the stage persona of
Nick Nolte, troubled from
time to time by the drink,
capable of critiquing a friend

or stranger to the point of
estrangement, a keen
observer of human na-
ture and his surround-
ings, jealous of his pri-
vacy, intolerant of non-
productive = roommates,
and steeled with an imp-
ish sense of humor and
positive personality that
carries him along. He has
an eye for the beautiful
ladies, and although he

is divorced from his
beautiful Parisian wife,
she appeared at the

opening of his East Oak
Lane solo show at the
DFN Gallery on March
8th. He is one of those
rare individuals who can
support himself with his
art, and he is successful
at what he does. The
subject matter of his
paintings varies. At one
point he found it profit-
able to paint portraits of
Rapper Artists, until he
was overtaken by others
with a different point of
view. He will work on
commissions, and has
painted a Philadelphia
society lady and several
pets. The mythical char-
acters of his dreams have
been reproduced on can-
vas. The paintings keep
coming even if he has no
commission. His paint-
ings of houses on 13th,
12th, 68th Ave, 69th Ave,
and Oak Lane mark an
important point in the
history of East Oak Lane.
Will they encourage other
artists to move into the
community? Or will
speculators buy up the
grand old homes and flip
them after minimal reno-
vation? Will neighbors be
encouraged to repaint,
restore and rehabilitate
their own homes this
summer? Walk quietly
down our tree-lined lanes
and you may find your-
self nodding to a famous
painter out for a stroll.
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Friends of Oak
Lane Library

By P. Michael Poxon
President

The Friends of the
Oak Lane Library is the
co-sponsor of an upcom-
ing cultural event. Along
with East Oak Lane Tree
Tenders, a concert will be
given the evening of May
12th, 2007 at the Korean
United Presbyterian
Church.

Shirley Philips is look-
ing for volunteers to as-
sist with our Summer
Reading Program for
Kids. This year we hope
to have a reading list to
assist kids in selecting
good books for summer
reading.

Marita K. Poxon in-
tends to lead a book dis-
cussion on the One Book
One Philadelphia selec-
tion:

Carlos Eire. Waiting for
Snow in Havana. 2003

Wednesday April 25th,
2007, 7 PM Community
Room. Oak Lane Library.

Join our lively discussion
& meet your neighbors

The next regular meet-
ing of the Friends of the
Free Library will be
Wednesday April 18th,
2007 and our May meet-
ing will be Wednesday
May 16ttt at 7 PM.

News from Urban
Forest
By Charles Phillips

Oak Lane Tree Ten-
ders is taking orders for
trees until April 17 for
fall planting. Call 215-
924-1722. $40 per tree
for homeowners
(including planting!)
(businesses $75) for a tree
worth $300 to $500.
(including planting!)
(businesses $75) for a tree
worth $300 to $500.

Next meeting - April
12 at Rich and Juanita
Stephens 6303 N. Camac,
7:30 pm.

Tree planting Satur-
day April 14, 8:45am
(rain date April 15, 1pm)
6605 Lawnton Avenue.

Oak Lane Tree Ten-
ders, a committee of OL-
CAA, 6605 Lawnton Ave.
19126 215-924-1722

Increase Your
Real Estate 10%

Perhaps you and your
family would enjoy more
trees. They’re beautiful!
They scrub carbon diox-
ide from the air, ex-
changing it for oxygen.
They filter the air, ab-
sorb water and sounds,
shade and cool the
house. They add 10% to
the value of your house.
They are a very low cost
upgrade with relatively
low maintenance.

Do this for yourself.
go across the street and
look at your house. Is it
bare, undressed? Or do
you have trees that will

Page 5

shade it, dress it up
when the leaves come
out? Now go inside and
look out to the street.
If you would you like to
see less of the street,
plant a tree or trees.
Look out to the back-
yard, too.

This is a great time
—trees are available
inexpensively—planted!
Oak Lane Tree Ten-
ders is taking orders
for trees until April 17
for fall planting. Call
215-924-1722. $40 per
tree for homeowners
(including  planting!)
(businesses $75) for a
tree worth $300 to
$500. This is made
possible through Tree-
Vitalize, a program of
the PA Dept of Conser-
vation and Natural Re-
sources, private fun-
ders, and the volunteer
labor of your neighbors.

For a tree for the
back yard (you buy and
plant it) there is a 25%
rebate up to $25 offered
by TreeVitalize. Cou-
pons are available at
the Oak Lane Library or
by calling 215-924-
1722.

New Location:

Castle Wallpaper & Blinds

WE COORDINATE YOUR WALLPAPER & BLINDS

Quality & Service At Discount Prices

Paper Hangers Available
215-332-9300

Free Decorating Services
Custom Blinds & We Install

i

SEE OUR
COUPON

M-F 9:30-5:00—W 9:30—8:00 - SAT 10-4:00

8735 Frankford Avenue, Philadelphia
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THE PRESERVATION
& REPAIR OF
STAINED GLASS
WINDOWS

By Marita K. Poxon, MS
Historic Preservation
Committee

My old Victorian Home
built in 1888 has a pair of
exquisite stained glass
windows which [ have
been told are from the stu-
dio of Tiffany — meaning
they were crafted by a
stained glass maker who
studied in the New York
studio of Tiffany, the fa-
mous American stained
glass maker. When I
moved back into my for-
mer family home, these
windows were beginning to
show serious signs of dete-
rioration. I noticed that
one of my windows’
stained glass panels was
bulging and the lead brac-
ing attached by tie-wires
to the frame was discon-
necting. I had heard a
story that one day a for-
mer neighbor of my family
came down her front stairs
to find that one of her ex-
quisite stained glass win-
dows had fallen out and
smashed to the point
where it was destroyed. 1
knew that I did not want
my windows to fall out one
day and be destroyed. My
husband located a fabu-
lous woman stained glass
artist, Emily Selvin, at an
open gallery day at her
Spring Garden Street art
studio. Emily came to look
at our windows, took on
the job of restoration and
in the process fell in love
with our 1880s bejeweled
windows in the great floral
tradition of the Tiffany
Glass Company. The saga
of having our windows re-
stored by this creative art-
ist has made me under-

stand that so many of
the great Victorian
homes in East Oak Lane
have stained glass win-
dows. There are many of
our homes whose win-
dows need restoration or
they will face the sad fate
of my neighbor’s win-
dows.

In doing some reading
about the preservation
and repair of stained and
leaded glass, I learned
something really impor-
tant for East Oak Laners
& their Victorian era
homes. Much American
stained glass installed at
the heyday of Victorian
Stained Glass making
has passed or will ap-
proach very soon its
100th anniversary. This
is important information
for all East Oak Laners
with stained glass win-
dows. The windows in
our home had never
been properly repaired in
the sixty years my family
owned our home.
Stained and leaded glass
in windows, transoms,
and other elements of
historic buildings has got
to be repaired every 100
years or it can self-
destruct. Ms. Selvin
along with a team of
skilled craftspeople re-
moved our stained glass
windows from their origi-
nal wooden windows,
crated them, and began
the 6 months long proc-
ess of restoration. They
were reinstalled without
a single “ewel” being
damaged. A “jewel” is a
rock-like piece of stained
glass of which there are
many hundreds decorat-
ing the surface of our
windows. They are the
glory of our Victorian
home and 1 suspect
many more windows in

East Oak Lane need the
same happy ending
story. They need to be
repaired and shined up
to reflect the glory of
each one of their homes.
Here are a few facts I
learned on preservation
web site about Historic
Stained and Leaded
Glass:

America’s glass industry
boomed during the sec-
ond half of the 19th Cen-
tury. The 60 years be-
tween 1870-1930 were
the high point for
stained glass in the US.

historical context for the
windows.

Glass: For windows,
glass with bold, deep col-
ors along with jewels,
drapery glass and rippled
glass is typical of Victo-
rian glass until 1905.
Leaded beveled plate
glass was popular from
1890-1920.

If you desire to learn
more about stained
glass, you can read more
at:

http:/ /www.cr.nps.gov/

Signatures: Many
glass studios affixed sig-
nature plates to their
work. They are often at
the lower right hand
corner and can help
date the window.

Stylistic Elements:

The style of a window
may point to the archi-
tectural style of the
building - Arts & Cratfts,
Art Nouveau, Prairie
School etc. The im-
agery, flowers and fig-
ures may establish an

hps/tps/brief33.htm

To view restorations and
work done by Emily
Selvin go to her website:

www.selvinglass.com

I hope this Fairy Tale
ending for our Victorian
stained glass windows
inspires other East Oak
Laners to restore the
great glory of their
homes. When the day-
light shines through
these windows, their
great, restored beauty
will make you marvel at
the extraordinary talent
of past American glass
artists.

[
HO— F—Or

.-.""
" A

T
")

3

[

]

|
@




Volume |, Issue 10

Page 7

il

UNDERE OAR

Fine breakfast pastries, artisan sandwiches,
gourmet salads, dessert trays and beverage
service for home and office events
Epicuriously Delicious!

Chef Susi Welsch

Call: 267.385.6067 for your complete
breakfast and lunch menu

Proud supporter of “Buy Fresh, Buy Local”

East Oak Lane, Philadelphia

Getering

Concerned Neighbor ing said, one nice day in
February I saw five of
our young men standing
on the corner smoking
pot or crack in broad
daylight. I also saw graf-
fiti spray painted on the
tree right outside my
house and fire hydrant
on my corner, as well as
Chinese Restaurant wall.
I asked a few young men
about the spray painting
and they assured me the

Greetings neighbors,
I write with all due re-
spect, concern and love.
There are many good
things happening in our
neighborhood and I am
proud to say I live in
East Oak Lane! I'm sure
you’re equally proud of
your accomplishments
and being part of East

Oak Lane. In fact, this i‘s would tell the perpetra-
one of the most promi- 4,19 not to do it again.
nent neighborhoods in Then 1 saw three

f}?iladelphi?- tLeIt’ me ?idd’ young men smoking pot
: frg) arte % (i( OL won ,ff:,'_ or crack on the corner.
ul hast Lak Lane Cill~ gqh,rtly  thereafter a

zerzis tI:ylngthto :n:untan} fourth young man drove
and raise the stature ob ., and joined them. Al-
our neighborhood. Many though standing on the
wonderful Philadelphians corner is a nuisance they
are and have been a part were not loud or destruc-
of our neighborhood.... tive. About 15 minutes

Unfortunately, as in later kids under 12 came

all families, neighbor- by with an older young
hoods and communities man. Then one of the

we have young members oung men did the un-
drifting astray. That be- ¥ : .
g Y thinkable in passing the

pot or crack to what
looked to be a 10 yrs old
girl for a drag. At this
point I went out and told
them their actions were
unacceptable & a disgrace
So why am I writing:
e I would like the resi-
dents of the community
actively involved with
their young family
members. No longer is
this someone else’s
news or reality.

All property owners &
renters join OLCAA.
el want community
members talking to
young men standing on
corners smoking drugs
and tell them that they
and we worked hard to
create a better life in
this community and we
don’t let the community
streets turned into a
drug war zone.
e I want neighbors advis-
ing parents when they
see their young men
and children behaving
poorly in the street.
Also talk to them, stop
turning a blind eye to
their activities. They
are good, just a little off
course and they will
respect you helping
them back on course.
e When necessary call
911,get the number of
person answering the
call and report the
crime. Finally, become
a Block Rep and/or
join EOL Town Watch.

Spring into
Action (Cont’d)

change, but we don’t
know the faces behind
the work, nor perhaps
the depth of commu-
nity involvement and
interest.

Now that Spring
has arrived, we can
step outside of our
homes once again, say
hello to one another
and acknowledge and
celebrate one another’s
journeys and successes
at the wonderful
neighborhood events
occurring over the next
several months: ‘The
Potluck ,’ the ‘Gilbert
and Sullivan Spring
Concert,’ the ‘General
Meeting and Elec-
tions,” and ‘Oak Lane
Day!”’

We are asking, of
course, for your in-
volvement: whether
baking a cake or do-
nating a basket to raf-
fle at the Potluck, pur-
chasing a concert
ticket to support our
Library and Tree Ten-
ders, volunteering for
and attending Oak
Lane Day, or running
for the board and vot-
ing at the elections.
Let’s be supportive!

Romelle Hamilton

-

Cell: 215-327-0394 » Bus: 215-425-2200 » Fax: 215-425-6100
mellehamilton@hotmail.com
1080 N. Delaware Ave., Suite 200, Philadelphia, PA 19125
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MEMBERSHIP FORM

Choose a membership category:

O Individual $15
O Family $25
O Student $ 6
(1 Senior (65+) $6

[ Business/Organization  $50
(1 Associate Non-Resident $25

I/We wish to make an additional contribution of:

O $50-99 (Willow Club) $
O $100-499 (Maple Club) $
O $500+ (Oak Club) $
O Other $
Total amount enclosed: $

Membership Name:

OAK LANE COMMUNITY ACTION ASSOCIATION (OLCAA)

(Full Membership for residents of, or own businesses located in, East Oak Lane;
and will receive a free subscription to OLCAA'’s bimonthly newsletter.)

Please call the Communications

Mailing Address:

Zip code:

Phone: Email:

Make checks payable to: Oak Lane Community Action Assn.
Mail to: OLCAA P.O. Box 2926 Phila., PA 19126
Web site: at: www.eastoaklane.org

Contact us at: 215-224-2777

Date Mailed:

0 New member
O Renewal

Committee to place an AD
215-224-2777
Option #2

I would like more information on
Committees of OLCAA:
[ Beautification
[ Civic Action
[J Communications
J Education & Culture
] Historic Preservation
(1 Hospitality & Membership
[J Housing & Zoning
[J Oak Lane Tree Tenders
[ Town Watch

[ Contributing to OLCAA
Donations are tax-deductible

&

C Graham-Cummings Real Estate

6043 N. 5th Street
215-424-8411

Serving all of Phila, Bucks, Montgomery Counties

Visit our Website: www.Graham-Cummings.com

NED GRAHAM—FRANK CUMMINGS
For ALL your Real Estate needs!
LIST NOW ... ACTION NOW!

Buying/Selling Appraisals
Mortgages Notary Public
Rentals Property Management

McNAMARA
MASONRY RESTORATION, INC.

McNAMARA

MASONRY RESTORATION, INC.

Chimneys Rebuilt « Repaired « Relined

CHRIS McNAMARA
215-887-8883 « Fax 215-887-0002
To view our workmanship, visit us at
www.chimneywaterproofing.com
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Poor Bessie’s Al-

manac

(Things you should know
about Oak Lane)
By Janet McShain

Grandmom  Bessie
seemed to get through the
winter, planning garden
and sewing her Easter
clothes. She didn’t com-
plain- just enjoyed the win-
ter through her big glass
windows. Heat was not a
problem, and she had
plenty of canned foods and
evaporated milk. I'm writ-
ing this the last week of
winter, enjoying and
watching the first birds of
spring getting ready for
their nesting, pulling
worms from wunder the
compost surroundings of
each tree. I've been raking
leaves from the daffodils,
tulips and crocuses and
enjoying every minute of
this first 70 degree day.

Birth is in the air and
there’s a great relief and
hope for longer days and
for developing plans that
seem to have been on hold.
I'm reminded of the prepa-
ration William Penn and
friends had to make for
their long voyage over here.
Richard Townsend, the
first purchaser of land in
Pennsylvania, was Penn’s
personal friend. He was
born in 1645, married Ann
Hutchins in 1677, had one
baby in 1678 (who died
shortly after while in Lon-
don- the year Pennsylvania
was granted to Penn), had
another baby, Hannah, in
1680 who came with them
on the ship “Welcome”
along with William Penn.
The voyage had lasted two
months, starting July 16,
1682, and arriving at Up-
land on August 28, 1682.
Five days later while an-
chored, his son James was
born on September 2,

1682, so I suppose you
could say he’s the first
Pennsylvania born and the
“youngest East Oak Laner.”
I'm sure the Townsend’s
were grateful to be here for
that birth- and after 31
persons had been lost at
sea due to smallpox.

When the Townsend’s
settled in our East Oak
Lane is near conjecture,
but his father built the first
mill near the Post Office at
Broad & Godfrey by 1683.
Now, if I know what it’s like
with a young family, you
build the nest first before
the babies come. In their
case, I bet that was the
first thing on their agenda-
to get a dry place for those
two young children. There’s
a picture of Townsend’s
first house, a low one-story
log house, but where in
relation to the mill, I do not
know. I do know that Rich-
ard Townsend had plenty
of food to feed his young
family here in this “Green
Country Town.” There’s
also a story of his captur-
ing a deer after it had been
surprised and ran into a
tree.

My freezer is stocked
with food, I only have to go
to the supermarket for my
milk, however, I'm sitting
here grateful I got through
the winter. I'm wondering if
the birds are aware and
thankful, or do they just
hear the worms wiggling,
smell the sunflower seeds
and figure just another bug
filled warm day. Thank-
fully, that first hopeful,
energetic and faith filled
young Townsend family
came to our old East Oak
Lane and were able to sur-
vive that first winter to
help build on their dream
of William Penn. The Town-
send family survived well,
he was a Quaker Preacher
who lived until 1731, his
wife 1732. He had three

more children and 5 out of
6 children lived to be mar-
ried. And so begins just
another promising spring
in East Oak Lane.

Oak Lane Presbyte-
rian Church Events

April 5t -MAUNDY THURS-
DAY: EVENING MEAL AND
WORSHIP SERVICE—The
women of Oak Lane will
serve a light meal (soup and
sandwiches) before the
Maundy Thursday worship
service at OLPC. You are
invited to start the evening
in the Social Room at 6 PM
before going to the Sanctu-
ary for the worship service
at 7:30 PM.

April 6t -GOOD FRIDAY
JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE
at Oxford Presbyterian
Church (Stenton & Gowen
Aves.)1- 3 PM

April 8th—-EASTER EGG
HUNT —All youth are invited
to OLPC’s annual Easter
celebration. A continental
breakfast will be served at
9:30 AM. Then there will be
an Easter Egg Hunt on the
lawn (weather permitting)
at 10 AM. The Church Sun-
day School Staff is looking
forward to serving and fel-
lowshipping with members
and guests. Please come and
celebrate with us on this
glorious, resurrected day.

April 8th—EASTER SUN-
DAY WORSHIP SERVICE at
OLPC at 11:00 AM

Mark your calendars for the
Annual May Fair to be held
at Oak Lane Presbyterian
Church on Saturday, May
12t from 9 AM - 5 PM.

On behalf of the Oak
Lane Cultural Arts Pro-
gram, we would like to
thank all the participants
and supporters for a won-
derful day of celebration. A
special thanks to the Boy
Scouts, OLCAA, The Oak
Lane Firehouse, God’s
Community Choir, The
Oak Lane Cultural Arts
African Drummers and
Dancers, Kim Smith,
Melvin Booker, Helen
Hampton, Beverly Woods,
E. J. Lankford, Pam Moore,
Billy Atkerson, Joann M.
Dent for her hard work and
her wonderful slide presen-
tation, and we thank Con-
gresswoman Marian Tasco
for dropping by to see our
program and to give us en-
couraging words. Our job
would not be complete
without thanking the won-
derful volunteers who pre-
pared and served the
chicken dinners and were
instrumental in raising
$1,010 for our orchestral
program. Our volunteers in
the kitchen were: Miriam

Baker, Theresa Purnell,
Myra Houston, Angela Mill-
wood, Charlene Clark,
Cathy Smith, Bernice
Mims, Nicole Atkerson-

Knight. Our sincere appre-
ciation goes out to Rev.
Alonzo Johnson, Jaymin
DeShield, Gerry Sham-
baugh, Wrenton Wright,
Allegra Muncha, The
Church and Community
Committee, The Christian
Education Committee and
the Oak Lane Presbyterian
Church for their continu-
ous support. Others
showed their support by
making monetary dona-
tions: Charlie & Shirley
Phillips, Ruth Ezekiel and
Mary Plummer; your gifts
are greatly appreciated
and needed to continue
this wonderful culturally
rich program for our chil-
dren. We thank you for
Continued on Pg. 12




Page 10 Volume |, Issue 10

Prompt, Reliable,
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ROOFING CO.

. . Mt. Airy
+ Complete Roofing Service

- Free Estimates 215-843-1970

» Fully Insured

-
MACINJOSH

CONSTRUCTION CO.|

A Complete Restoration Company

FREE ESTIMATES - FULLY INSURED

- Kitchens - Porches
« Bathrooms - Additions
» Windows - Decks

» Doors

Mt. Airy, Philadelphia
215-843-2090
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Event P)ac

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT?

The Event Place is a multipurpose venue that offers a wonderful setting for hosting
various types of special events and celebrated occasions including: Birthday Parties,
Receptions, Intimate Weddings, Social Affairs, Corporate Events, Club and Organizational Gatherings, Art
Exhibitions, Book Signings, Educational Workshops, Seminars, Networking Events and much, much, more.....
For more information, contact us at:

The Event Place
723 Oak Lane Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19126
215.549.4045
Website: www.theeventplace.net

Friends of the Oak Lane Branch
of the Free Library of Philadelphia Membership Form
c/o Joanne Balitzky, 6342 N. 6% St., Phila, PA 19126

Membership o New o Renewal

O Individual $10.00 o Family $12.00 o Senior/Student $7.00 o Patron $25.00
O Business/Institution $50.00

o Additional Contribution Amount: Total Amount:
Name Phone
Address
Email

If you have any questions please contact:

Complete form and return with your check payable to Friends of Oak Lane Library
Joanne Balitzky - Membership
6342 N. 6™ Street Philadelphia, PA 19126




OLCAA AT WORK

Sent formal notice to 1300
Block on Chelten Ave. to
remove the commercial
sign, from their residential
property. L&l investigating
the illegal business.

6700 Block on 11th St.
has been cited by L&I due
to exterior condition of
property and will return
for internal inspection.

Sent letter objecting to
conversion of single family
home to a multi-unit at
1003 Godfrey Ave.

Testified at Zoning court
opposing conversion of
single family home to
multi-unit at 6214 Camac

Tasco’s Office sent an offi-
cial letter to Rev. Bowden
of The Hopeful Gospel
Mission, after OLCAA;s
attempts to meet and dis-
cuss the poor quality of
life issues reported from

the surrounding neighbors
went unanswered.

6814-20 Old York Rd was
issued a stop-work order
by L&I until permits and
architectural drawings are
supplied. Restoration
work on the burnt out
building has commenced.

The Block Rep/Town
watch Committees hosted
Jasuu Burgee, from Town
Watch Integrated Services
and launched the official

East Oak Lane Town
Watch. Almost 30
neighbors representing

the four quadrants of the
community attended the
Eyes and Ears Training.
Patrolling Training will
follow this Spring for in-
terested Neighbors.

OLCAA’s Educational and
Cultural Arts Committee-
worked with the Oak Lane
Cultural Arts Program to
host a Black History Cele-
bration a Oak Lane Pres-
byterian Church.

e The Communications
Committee worked to raise
revenue for the East Oak
Lane Paper and the East
Oak Lane Website by so-
liciting advertisements
from area businesses and
services.

Oak Lane Presbyte-
rian Church Cont’d

your generosity. We
would also like to thank
Jim Cephas, a talented
and very gifted fine artist,
for displaying his artwork
for all to enjoy.

Starting the first week
of July, we will begin our
summer program and will
be including all orchestral
instruments. We invite all
children and youth who
are interested in studying

an instrument to register
by June 21, 2007. Regis-
tration fee for new stu-
dents is $30.00 and les-
sons are $10.00 per ses-
sion. Registration for all
classes will begin the first
Thursday in June

Boy Scouts
Troop #19

Sat., May 19 — 8-11 AM

A pancake breakfast
to Dbenefit Boy Scout
Troop #19 is a way to
help our boys and a great
community event.

It will be held on Sat.,
May 19th at Oak Lane
Presbyterian Church,
11th Street and Oak Lane
from 8-11 AM. Come
support the Troop!

L

PO Box 2926
Philadelphia, PA

19126
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